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CEC and DEC have created a letter supporting the delay in DeVos’s Nomination
as Secretary of Education. Please feel free to modify the letter below KDEC
President, Tammy Wallin adapted from the CEC website and send to your
legislator.
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ome/CEC%20Letter%20to%20Support%20the%20Continued%20Delay%20of%
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Attention Kansas Division for Early Childhood Members;
The Kansas Division for Early Childhood is in line with the Council for Exceptional Children and the Division for Early
Childhood on the DeVos hearing. Please read the following information carefully and act now!
On January 23rd, the Democratic and Independent members of the HELP Committee sent a letter to Chairman Alexander
asking for a second hearing on the U.S Department of Education nominee, Betsy DeVos. On Monday, Chairman
Alexander rejected the request for a second hearing,
Our advocacy work is not done. CEC and DEC need you to send a revised letter on the CEC Legislative Action Center
to ALL members of Congress.
Please activate your Subdivision CAN Network to request that members in your state write to ALL their members of
Congress today using CEC's Legislative Action Center to:

• ASSURE special education through IDEA.
• DELAY vote on DeVos.
• HOLD a second hearing.
The HELP Committee confirmation vote is scheduled for Tuesday, January 31st. CEC and DEC are asking that we keep
the pressure on.
Share this message on social media (including Facebook and Twitter) as well. You can continue to use the hashtag
#WeBelieve when sharing your thoughts on this critical issue.
You can also tweet your Senators or tweet your Representatives.
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You should have received an alert from the DEC Executive Office as well, but I am sharing again to emphasize the
importance of sharing this message and encouraging you to take action.
Thank you for your advocacy to continue to guarantee the civil rights of all children and youth with disabilities and their
families!
Best,
Tammy Wallin
KDEC President
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Register for the KDEC Conference!
Connecting the Brain and the Heat is the title of this year’s KDEC Conference.
Registration for the 35th Annual Kansas Division for Early Childhood Conference
is open. This year’s conference is March 2-3, 2017 at the Double Tree by Hilton,
Wichita Airport. You may register at: https://www.cvent.com/events/the-35thannual-kansas-division-for-early-childhood-conference/registrationa2c0411c3d39485a962154a20945cc70.aspx
KOTA OT-CEU’s and KASHA ASHA CEU’s will be offered!!!!

KDEC Pre/Post Conference

Kansas Division for Early Childhood
A Subdivision of the Division for Early Childhood of the Council for Exceptional Children
www.kdec.org

KDEC Pre and Post-Conference Workshops
DoubleTree by Hilton- Wichita Airport – Consulate Room – Wichita, Kansas

Preconference: Wednesday, March 1, 2017 – 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM
Presenter: Deborah Chen, Ph.D.
Making Connections for Young Children With Sensory Loss
This session will focus on embedding intervention practices within family routines to promote the
development of young children with multiple disabilities and sensory loss (visual impairment or both a visual
impairment and hearing loss). It will highlight the contributions of interdisciplinary team members (early
interventionists, and early childhood special educators, teachers endorsed in visual impairments, and other
disciplines) in collaborating with families to develop and implement learning opportunities for their young
children. Information will be provided through presentations on selected topics, discussion focused on
handouts, observations of video clips, and plans for application to practice. Participants will apply specific
strategies through analysis of video clips, small group activities, and completion of a back home plan.
Teams are encouraged to come together and participate in this preconference session.
Postconference: Friday, March 3, 2017 – 12:00 PM to 4:00 PM
Presenter: Erin E. Barton, Ph.D., BCBA-D
Solutions and Strategies to Support Access to High Quality Inclusive Environments For All
Preschool Children
Although considerable progress has been achieved regarding the research and laws related to preschool
inclusion, access to inclusive preschool environments remains intangible for many children with disabilities
across many communities. The purpose of this workshop is to outline the current state of inclusion and
highlight common strategies and solutions that support high quality preschool inclusion. The results from a
survey study and field validation designed to identify challenges and solutions to preschool inclusion will be
presented. These results indicated that attitudes and beliefs were the most frequently cited challenge to
preschool inclusion. Current research, laws, and policies supporting preschool inclusion will be discussed.
Participants will have an opportunity to identify solutions and develop action plans to address common
challenges to enact high quality preschool inclusion.
Cost
• $80 per person/per workshop (Lunch included).
(Inclusion Toolkit Book included for post conference)

Cancellation Fees
• A fee of $40.00 will be assessed if cancellation is made
after 5:00 PM on February 10, 2017

• Payment is available by check, invoice, or purchase
order.

• The full fee of $80.00 will be assessed if cancellation is
made after 5:00 PM on February 17, 2017

Registration
• Space is limited. Register early!

Need more information?
• For questions regarding the content of this workshop
contact David Lindeman, (620) 421-6550, Ext. 1713

• Registration will close at Noon on Monday, February
20, 2017
• Register: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/77J7PL7

Kansas
Inservice
Training
System

• For questions regarding registration or payment contact
Debbie Moody, (620) 421-6550, Ext 1859

©

Kansas State School for the Blind
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KDEC Member Appointed as DEC Ambassador
Phoebe Rinkel, early childhood special educator and long-time KDEC member,
was chosen to serve as one of 16 “ambassadors” to spearhead the use of the new
DEC Recommended Practices (RPs) for the care and education of infants and
young children with disabilities. Joan Danaher, associate director of the ECTA
Center, explained that the ambassadors will serve as an extension of the center,
disseminating information about new products and tools that have been created to
promote the application of RPs in everyday routines and settings by practitioners
and families. Phoebe will be sharing information about her new role and
resources from the suite of products available to promote the RPs at the upcoming
KDEC Conference in Wichita. Phoebe has worked with infants and preschoolers
with special needs, their families, and the adults who support them for more than
30 years. Currently she is working as early childhood instructional specialist for
Shawnee Mission School District and can be reached at phoeberinkel@smsd.org

The Children’s Initiative Fund
The Children’s Initiative Fund (CIF), is a cornerstone for funding Kansas’ early
care and education. Governor Sam Brownback indicated on Wednesday that the
elimination of the Children’s Initiatives Fund and the sale of its revenue source to
the highest bidder is his preferred option for filling the 300-million-dollar budget
gap that now faces Kansas. By clicking on the banner in this link you can find
who your legislator is to send an email and support Early Care and Education in
Kansas! http://kac.org/take-action/savethecif/

Please Welcome Our Newest CAN Coordinator!

Meet Kris Pederson
I am thrilled to step into the position as your new Children’s Action Network
(CAN) Coordinator and Partnership Liaison. Advocacy has been a passion of
mine for many years, as I firmly believe every effort not matter how small can
make a difference in the lives of others. We all have the power to advocate
individually but we are much stronger together! In the words of Gloria Macapagal
Arroyo
“The power one, if fearless and focused, is formidable, but the power of many
working together is better.” We are all capable of doing and accomplishing great
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things, together!!
To share a little bit about who I am and the focus of my professional work- I am a
Clinical Associate Professor in the Department of Speech-Language-Hearing at the
University of Kansas. My clinical work and research focuses on evidence-based
early intervention practices. I have worked as an SLP and Coordinator of Northeast
Kansas Infant-Toddler Services for most of my career. I am currently completing
my Clinical Doctorate in Speech-Language Pathology with a focus on early
intervention practices and collaborative service delivery. My advocacy experience
the past few years includes serving on the Executive Board of the Kansas SpeechLanguage-Hearing Association where I am currently Past-President.
I am passionate about the services we provide to young children and families and
about the relationships we have with each other and in our communities. I look
forward to coordinating our efforts in Kansas so we have a strong collective voice
for the children and families in our communities across the state.

DEC 2017 Call for Proposals
The Division for Early Childhood (DEC) of the Council for Exceptional Children
invites you to submit a proposal for DEC 2017, the 33rd Annual International
Conference on Young Children with Special Needs and Their Families. Proposals
are due by midnight January 31, 2017. This year’s theme is Mountains of
Opportunities: Interdisciplinary Collaboration in the New Millennium. DEC is
looking for proposals that demonstrate meaningful, effective, and sustainable
collaborations across research, policy, and practice to increase learning
opportunities for every child, family, and community through everyday routines
and interactions. The 2017 DEC Conference will be held October 4-6, 2017 in
Portland, OR. You may submit your proposal at:
http://www.decconference.org/call-for-proposals-2017

